Thirty Days of Prayerful Preparation

This prayer and study guide is intended to help you prepare for your mission
experience.

There are two themes that we will be sharing:

(1) looking in Scripture at how God uses young people, and

(2) seeing how God uses apparently simple and insignificant moments in the life of Jesus to
achieve his purposes.

Begin each day by inviting God to speak to you through his Word, and then read the passage
that is suggested. Before you read the comments that follow, ask yourself whether there is
anything in particular that you feel God is saying to you through the passage. You can also
ask him to help you answer the following questions about the passage for each day (the
comments for each day may help you in this):

(1) How does the passage relate to me?

This may be about your personality, your plans, your circumstances or any other part of your
life.

(2) What can I learn about God from this passage?

This may not be anything new; it may be a reminder of something you already know about
God.

(3) What is God saying to you through this passage?

Is He asking you to say or do something specific? Is He speaking about your lifestyle or your
attitudes? |s He wanting to reassure you about something that is worrying you, or asking you
to share something with someone you know?

(4) What am | going to do?

As you become aware of answers to the questions above, ask God to show you specific
things that you can do to reinforce what He has said.

(5) How will this apply to my mission experience?

Ask yourself how these verses will affect the way you speak, act and think when you are on
mission. Try to be aware of them as you are overseas, and reflect on them daily, as well as
when you review that experience.

You may like to use the brief prayer for each day as a way to begin your time with God. You
may also benefit from writing a prayer journal for this month. In it you can record the things
God has said to you, and things that you have learned. You can write down how you feel
about God, the mission project and other things in your life. During the month, re-read what
you have written to see how God is changing you, and to remind you of things he has said to
you through his Word.

The accounts of God’'s work (in the highlighted boxes) will help to inspire you about the work
that God is doing and how he is bringing millions to faith in him.

We pray that God will bless you as you prepare to serve him.

God Uses Young People

1. Genesis 45:1-11 Joseph was only 17 when he had his
first dreams, and was ‘only’ 21 when he became the second
most powerful person in the world. God had showed him
through his dreams that he would be in an important position,
but he could not have imagined that he would be where he
was. As Prime Minister in Egypt, the superpower of his day,
Joseph was in a position to save many lives — something he
now recognised was God'’s doing (v.7-8).

Lord, | cannot begin to imagine the ways in which God will

use me. Please prepare me, especially for tough times ahead.

New Christians in China often face some
immediate and interesting logistical
challenges as they seek to rid
themselves of physical attachments to
their past lives. One elderly Chinese
grandmother who recently accepted
Christ asked her young Christian friends
to help her destroy her family idols. They
did so with glee, smashing to pieces the
lifeless images that she had formerly
worshipped. She stood by and praised
the Heavenly Father.







